AMENDMEN TS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel Claims 18, 19, 28, and 29 without prejudice to or disclaimer of 

the subject matter therein. 

Please amend Claims 1 to 3, 8 and 9 as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A vibration element for a vibration wave driving 

apparatus, comprising: 

a first elastic member; and 
a second elastic member; and 

an electro-mechanical energy conversion element thaHs disposed between the 
first elastic member and the second elastic member, wherein the electro-mechanical energy 
^^ri^B^eratiiigin the vibration element has vibrations with haying a plurality of 
vibration modes each vibration moHe. having the same direction of displacement but having a 
which arc different in relative ratio between displacements of respective ends of the vibration 



element. 



2. (Currently Amended) A vibration element according to claim 1 , further 



comprising: 



a third elastic member whteh-rs disposed between the first elastic member and 
the electro-mechanical energy conversion element, the third elastic member extending extends in 
a direction orthogonal to an axial direction of the vibration element, and haying has a larger outer 
diameter than that of the electro-mechanical energy conversion element. 
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3. (Currently Amended) A vibration element for a vibration wave driving 

apparatus, comprising: 

afirst portion including a first elastic member and havinp a first dynamic 

stiffness; 

ccrnnH portion including a second elastic member; an member and an 
electro-mechanical energy conversion element thaHs disposed between the first elastic member 
and the second elastic mrmb~r the second portiQH ha ™ g a se <™ d *™ mir stifmess different 
than the fir «t d ynamic stiffness ; and 

a third elastic member thaHs disposed between the first elastic member and the 
electro-mechanical energy conversion element, the third elastic member extending extends in a 
direction orthogonal to an axial direction of the vibration element, and hayjng has a larger outer 
diameter than that of the electro-mechanical energy conversion element, 

wherein the vibration element has two portions which are differ ent in dynamic 
sliffn^, the l ^p u ili u ii, b e in g arranged in the axial direction with the third elastic member 
forming t aken as a boundary therebetween. 

4. (Original) A vibration element according to claim 2, wherein the first 
elastic member has a portion with a smaller outer diameter than that of the second elastic 
member. 

5. (Original) A vibration element according to claim 3, wherein the first 
elastic member has a portion with a smaller outer diameter than that of the second elastic 
member. 



6. (Original) A vibration element according to claim 2, wherein the 
second elastic member is formed of a materia, with higher stiffness than that of the firs, elastic 
member. 

7. (Original) A vibration element according to claim 3 , wherein the 
second elastic member is formed of a material with higher stiffness than that of the first elastic 
member. 

8. (Currently Amended) A vibration wave driving apparatus, comprising: 
a vibration element including a first elastic member a second elastic member, 

and an electro-mechanical energy conversion element tharis disposed between a-first thefirst 
elastic member andjhe and* second elastic member the Hertro-merhmiical ener gy conversion 
elgrnent generating in yjbratiojj element vibrations having a plurality, of vibrations modes, 
each Oration mode havin g the game direction of displacement but haying * different relative 
r *i« between diP r-Wements of respective ends of the vibration element ; and 

a rotor contacting t hat is Uiuuglil into c uii l aa w it h a fractional surface of the 
vibration elemen t, whuun t he Nati o n dem eni 1, , . ibialiuiio ui l h apluiali l j o f nil., if. nn 
modes wliidi are different in relative ratio betwe e n di s pl ace ments ctfte s pective e nd n f t hr 
vibidliuu clement . 
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9. (Currently Amended) A vibration wave driving apparatus i ding* 

■4^t com prising: 

g vibratioi] *Wnt inc^-r » e1astic m ™ bpr ■ serOT1(i daStiC member1 

„ ^ echanical energy conversion element disposed between the first clastic member and , 

>,.^.W. ma nh». m d whuun l h^UMtiuu au i.nln fr - a third elastic member 

thaHs disposed between the first elastic member and the electro-mechanical energy conversion 
element the third elasticmernber extending extends in a direction orthogonal to an axial 
direction of the vibration element, haying has a larger outer diameter than that of the 
electro-mechanical energy conversion element, and hayjnga is piovidul with the frictional 
urface: and the energy conversion element generate in the vibration 

element vibrations having - plurality ofyjbratipn mnr^ winch are different in relative ratio 
between nisnlacer— tc ^pective cnd^ of the vibration element; and 

, mtnr mntactirr » surface of the vibration element. 



10. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus, comprising: 
a vibration element including an electro-mechanical energy conversion element 
and a third elastic member that are disposed between a first elastic member and a second elastic 
member, the third elastic member extending in a direction orthogonal to an axial direction of the 
vibration element and having a larger outer diameter than that of the electro-mechanical energy 

conversion element; and 

a rotor that is brought into contact with a frictional surface of the third elastic 

member, 
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wherein the vibration element has two portions whieh are different in dynamie 
stiffness, the two portions being arranged in the axial direetion with the third elastie member 
taken as a boundary therebetween. 

11. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the vibration element has a portion located on a side of the Motional surface and a 
portion located on a aide on which the fnctional surface is not provided, with the third elastic 
member taken as a boundary therebetween, and .he portion tocated on .he side of .he fnctional 
surface has lower 

dynamic stiffness titan that of the portion located on tire side on which tire fnctional surface is no. 
provided. 

12. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the first elastic member is disposed on a side of the fnctional surface of the third elastic 
member, the second elastic member is disposed on a side of the third elastic member on which 
the fractional surface is not provided, and the first elastic member has a portion with a smaller 
outer diameter than that of the second elastic member. 

13. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 11, 
wherein the first elastic member is disposed on a side of the fnctional surface of the third elastic 
member, the second elastic member is disposed on a side of the third elastic member on which 
the fractional surface is not provided, and the first elastic member has a portion with a smaller 
outer diameter than that of the second elastic member. 



14. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the first elastic member is disposed on a side ofthe Motional surface ofthe third elastic 
m ember, the second elastic member is disposed on a side ofthe third elastic member on which 
the Actional surface is not provided, and the second elastic member is formed of a material 
having higher stiffness than that ofthe first elastic member. 

15. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 11, 
wherein the first elastic member is disposed on a side ofthe Motional surface ofthe third elastic 
member, the second elastic member is disposed on a side of the third elastic member on which 
the Mctional surface is not provided, and the second elastic member is formed of a material 
having higher stiffness than that ofthe first elastic member. 

16. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the Mctional surface ofthe third elastic member is provided on an outer side with 
respect to an outer periphery ofthe electro-mechanical energy conversion element. 

17. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the Mctional surface ofthe third elastic member is provided on an outer side with 
respect to an outer periphery ofthe electro-mechanical energy conversion element. 

18. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 8, 
wherein at least one end portion in the axial direction ofthe vibration element has an increased 
outer diameter. 



19. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus accotding to claim 10, 
wherein at least one end portion of the vibration element in the axial direction has an increased 
outer diameter. 

20. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the first elastic member and the third elastic member are formed integrally. 

21. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the first elastic member and the third elastic member are formed integrally. 

22. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the third elastic member is formed of a material having abrasion resistance. 

23. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the third elastic member is formed of a material having abrasion resistance. 

24. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein the frictional surface of the third elastic member is provided with a member having 
abrasion resistance. 

25. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the frictional surface of the third elastic member is provided with a member having 
abrasion resistance. 



26. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 9, 
wherein fte third elastic member has grooves for augmenting vibration displacement formed on 
its both surfaces, respectively, arranged in the axial direction of the vibration element. 



27. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 10, 
wherein the third elastic member has grooves for augmenting vibration displacement formed on 
its 1 



; both surfaces, respectively, arranged in the axial direction of the vibration element. 



28. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 8, 
further comprising: 



a ( 



. driving circuit for selecting a driving signal for exciting one of the plurality 
of vibration modes and applying it to the electro-mechanical energy conversion element. 

29. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 8, 
further comprising: 

a driving circuit for applying a driving signal to the electro-mechanical energy 
conversion element, the driving signal producing a vibration mode which causes a less distortion 
of the electro-mechanical energy conversion element, and is selected from the plurality of 
vibration modes. 
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30. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus, comprising: 
a vibration element ineluding an electro-mechanical energy conversion clement 
md a third elastic member which are disposed between a first elastic member and a second 
e,as.ic member, me third elastic member extending in a direction orthogonal .0 an axial direction 
„f me vibration element and having a larger outer diameter titan mat of the electro-mechanical 

energy conversion element; and 

a rotor that is brought into contact with a frictional surface of the third elastic 

member, 

wherein the third elastic member has grooves for augmenting vibration 
displacement fornteti on its bom surfaces, respectively, arranged in the axia. direction of the 
vibration element. 

3 1 . (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 30, 
wherein the grooves are provided on an inner periphery side with respec, to the Motional surface 
of the third elastic member. 

32. (Original) A vibration wave driving apparatus according to claim 30, 
wherein shapes of the. both surfaces of the third elastic member in the axial direction of the 
vibration element are asymmetrical to each other. 
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